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Make summer productive
There are plenty of ways for businesses to make use of slow time
July has burst upon us. The weather is
warm and the festivals are upon us.
For those in the retail and hospitality
business, July is a time of constant motion.
As the farmer says when the sun shines, it
is time to make hay. The sunshine brings
out both tourists and residents tired of
being stuck in their houses. Many businesses have extended hours and are working
nonstop to make hay during our short summer season.
However, for many in the office and service industries, July is a slow month.
Employees and clients are going on vacation, making scheduling meetings more difficult. New projects are problematic to get
started. So, how do you make the best of a
slow month?
Reading. Most of us are so busy with the
day-to-day work, we don’t spend a lot of time
reading business books. However, a ton of
new ones come out each year.
A few recently recommended to me that
are on my reading list include:
■ “Have a Good Day” by Caroline Webb,
discussing the work-life balance and scien-
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tific ways to help fight burn-out
■ “Originals” by Adam Grant, one of the
youngest Wharton professors who talks
about how original thinkers can change the
world without risking everything
■ “The Industries of the Future” by Alec
Ross, a former advisor for innovation at the
Department of State. He writes about the
start-ups he is seeing around the world and
what some of the new big trends might be.
These are just a couple of ideas. Head over
to your local bookstore or library and find
some books to fit your interest.
Is a book too big of a commitment? If you
know that you only will be able to find bits
of time, consider checking out some professional journals.
Google is a great way to brush up on a

IN BRIEF
Cedar Springs names Michele Oostdyke
as its new executive director
CEDARBURG — Michele Oostdyke has been named
executive director at Cedar Springs Health
and Rehabilitation Center, N27 W5707 Lincoln Blvd. in Cedarburg.
Oostdyke has an extensive background
in clinical and administrative leadership
roles in various settings, including hospital, home health, hospice and post-acute
care, according to a news release.
“As the executive director of Cedar
Springs, Michele is committed to open Oostdyke
communication with residents and their
families, and is passionate about providing a high level of
service to each resident,” according to the news release.
“She joins a team of dedicated professionals who take
pride in attending to their residents’ needs.”
Cedar Springs may be contacted at 262-376-7676.

topic that is interesting you.
For instance, if you’re thinking you want
to improve security at your location, do a
Google search of articles. You can find a ton
of good information.
Even better, you might find a magazine or
journal that you might want to subscribe to,
making sure that you are staying up-to-date.
Another area to pursue is professional
development. I know, many of you are
thinking, “It is July; I definitely don’t want
to go to some conference and sit there for
eight hours.” Additionally, with our vacation schedule for July, trying to leave the
office for several days is impossible.
However, more professional organizations
are offering webinars on a variety of topics.
If you belong to one of these groups, head
over to their websites and check out their
professional development options. If they
have webinars on demand, you can potentially fulfill your educational requirements
and learn some new information, all without leaving your desk.
Or, take a vacation. We all know the benefits of vacation – reduced burnout,

“Most of us are so busy with the day-today work, we don’t spend a lot of time
reading business books. However, a ton
of new ones come out each year.”
improved productivity upon returning, better health and morale. However, we all don’t
schedule it.
Forty percent of Americans end their calendar year with vacation unused. If it is too
hard to schedule a week off – although really everyone should be able to get away for a
week – schedule a series of long weekends.
Summer is short here in Wisconsin. Pretty soon, we will be back up to our eyeballs in
snow, meetings and conference calls. Take
some time and enjoy it.
Kathleen Cady Schilling is the executive
director of Ozaukee Economic Development.
She may be reached at kschilling@co.ozaukee.wi.us.

Grafton store offers eclectic selection
Creekside Music and Naturals is a full-service music store
By Laurie Arendt
News Graphic Correspondent

GRAFTON — Walk into Grafton’s
Creekside Music and Naturals and
you’ll find a wide variety of things
you’d expect in a typical music store,
from a wide selection of guitars to a
few pairs of drumsticks and other
accessories.
But you’ll also find things you wouldn’t expect in the average music store,
such as cloth diapers, hula hoops and
essential oils. In addition to that, you
can take music lessons (including Kindermusik classes, which are starting
this month) or a yoga class in the back
Thiensville restaurant to celebrate
of the store.
It’s a perfect and logical blend for
second anniversary with cheel-abration
Aaron Rossmiller and Kat Chronis, the
husband and wife owners of Creekside
THIENSVILLE — The second anniversary of the cheel,
Music and Naturals.
105 S. Main St., will be celebrated Saturday at cheel-abra“I actually never intended to own a
tion.
music store,” said Rossmiller, a musiThe event will celebrate Nepalese culture and raise
cian who started out by establishing a
funds for victims of the earthquake in Nepal.
recording studio and independent
The day includes live music from noon to 1 p.m. Perrecord label about 10 years ago in Sheformers include Nora Collins (noon to 3 p.m.), Open Tab (3
boygan. “At the time, I was one of two
p.m. to 6 p.m.), Our House (6 p.m. to 9 p.m.) and Greg
studios in a building, but now everyMcMonagle (9 p.m. to 1 a.m.).
one records music, so it evolved from
Tickets are $10 for kids and $20 for adults. Twenty perthere.”
cent of the funds raised will go toward rebuilding a school
Rossmiller and Chronis still own a
in Nepal.
music store – Monument Music – in
Other activities include a water balloon fight, Mehendi
Sheboygan and originally opened
art, face painting, a dunk tank, spirit tasting, an outdoor
Creekside Music and Naturals in the
bar and food tasting.
Cedar Creek Settlement. “We outgrew
that space fairly quickly,” said Chronis. “We had a lot of interest in lessons
Advocate in fight against addiction, trafficking
and no real room to provide them in
will be speaker at Women’s FOCUS luncheon
that location. When we found out that
this space was available, we jumped on
MEQUON — Emmy Rose Myers will tell about her jourit.”
ney back from human trafficking, drugs and alcohol durCreekside Music and Naturals is
ing the July 21 Women’s FOCUS meeting.
now located on Washington Street next
Registration begins at 11:30 a.m. for the luncheon meetto D&D Cards in Grafton. On the music
ing at Ozaukee Country Club, 10823 N. River Road. The
side, the store is a full-service music
cost is $23. Reservations may be made online at
store, offering a rent-to-own program
www.womensfocus.org or by sending an email to reservafor guitars, a source for required
tions@womensfocus.org.
school music lesson books and rental
Meyers is now an advocate and speaker for Lacey’s
instruments, amplifiers and instruHope Project,
organization
to bringGroup.
awareness
– asReserved.
well
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repairs. Rossmiller also buys
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and services to the genJuly 12,
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used musical equipment.
eral public – to the fight against heroin and human sex
“We’re able to provide the same sertrafficking.
vices, supplies and inventory that the
Women’s FOCUS is an organization for women business
larger music stores do in Milwaukee,”
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Aaron Rossmiller and his wife, Kat Chronis, are the owners of Creekside Music and
Naturals.They run the business with help from their son, Rayn.
actually born within a few short weeks
of Creekside Music and Natural’s
grand opening in Cedarburg, so he’s
always been part of the store, and
serves
as
a
good-natured
apprentice/assistant/mascot/junior
assistant.
“He’s also why we’re a very kidfriendly store,” said Rossmiller.
Rossmiller handcrafts the store’s
hoops, which are used by hoopers, or
those who like to dance with a hoop,
often at live music festivals. Hoopers
often like to use large customized
hoops rather than the standard hula
hoop found in garages and front yards
across the country.

Contact
Creekside Music
and Naturals
1009 Washington St.
Grafton
262-204-8222
www.creeksidemusic.biz
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Hours:
Monday through Friday,
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

